
General Assembly 



Establishment of the participants' list 
● Please type in your name and location in the chat of the Zoom room (use default : To everyone) 

Designation of the assembly’s secretary 
Foreword
Financial report and 2021 budget forecast (Treasurer, Marie-Ange Bonnin)
Moral report

● PhD prize (Officer: Samir Merabet)
● Travel grants (Officer: Glenda Comai)
● Communication tools: twitter account and website (Officer: Aude Maugarny-Calès)
● Sponsoring of third party meetings (Officer: Alice Davy)
● Extension of the SFBD to foreign teams (Officer: Julien Vermot)
● Interactions with other Scientific Societies (ISDB, Fédération BioGée, Fédération des Sociétés savantes Académiques 

(Federation of the French academic learned societies) (Officer: Patrick Lemaire)
Upcoming actions 

● Modifications to the statutes of the SFBD: creation of project managers appointed by the Board, in charge of the follow-up 
of specific projects

Upcoming actions (continued): 
● Upcoming meetings: Shaping life 2021 (April 6-9th, now planned online); ISDB 2021(Oct 17-21st Algarve; SFBD/JSDB 2022 

(probably in Strasbourg); call for the 2023 meeting
● Elections for the partial renewal of the SFBD Board of Directors: 8 candidates for 5 positions.
● upcoming satisfaction survey: you will soon be contacted to fill in a survey in which you will be able to feedback on the SFBD 

activities and propose new actions
Miscellaneous and open discussion

Agenda of the general assembly 

https://www.atoutcom.com/shapinglife/
https://sfbd.fr/en/2020/10/25/annonce-de-congres-isdb-2021-du-17-au-21-octobre-algarve-portugal/


Members (as of Nov 15, 2020) 

●
●

Board members (2020)

●

Foreword: The SFBD in a few numbers

Signed declarations:

● San Francisco declaration on Research 
Assessment (DORA) 

● High Council for Equality between Women 
and Men: Charter for gender-neutral 
communication.

Diffusion list Biodev.fr (as of Nov 15, 2020)

●
●
●

Twitter account (@sfbd_biodev)

●

Website

●
●

https://sfdora.org/
https://www.haut-conseil-egalite.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/guide_pour_une_communication_publique_sans_stereotype_de_sexe_vf_2016_11_02.compressed.pdf
https://groupes.renater.fr/sympa/info/biodevfr
https://twitter.com/sfbd_biodev?lang=en
https://sfbd.fr/


●
●

○
○

■
■

●
●
●
●

Financial report Board Officer:
Marie-Ange Bonnin



●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Provisional budget 2021 Board Officer:
Marie-Ange Bonnin

Assets: BNP bank account 
October 31st 2020:  65890€



The vote is anonymous and restricted to the registered members of the SFBD, i.e. 
those who received the invitation to this meeting through the “SFBD-membres” 
diffusion list (check your mail). 

The voting is through the Zoom application

The vote is open for 5 minutes only. Three options: Approve (Yes), disapprove (No), 
abstain (I have no opinion).

Vote on financial report



Deadline: 31/12/2020

PhD Prize Board officers:
Samir Merabet
Aude Maugarny-Calès
soon Andrea Pasini



PhD Prize Board officers:
Samir Merabet
Aude Maugarny-Calès
soon Andrea Pasini



justifying the need for funding

●
●
●

Travel Grants
Board officers:
Delphine Duprez
Glenda Comai



Travel Grants
Board officers:
Delphine Duprez
Glenda Comai



A new SFBD Travel Grant call for participation to online meetings
(deadline 16/11/2020)

Travel Grants
Board officers:
Delphine Duprez
Glenda Comai



●
●

●

Travel Grants
Board officers:
Delphine Duprez
Glenda Comai



Website
Board officers:
Aude Maugarny-Calès
Glenda Comai



●
●

●
●
●
●

Website
Board officers:
Aude Maugarny-Calès
Glenda Comai●

●
●



●

Website
Board officers:
Aude Maugarny-Calès
Glenda Comai



Most popular (seen by 14000)

Most successful Tweet (10% 
engagement)

Twitter account
Board officers:
Aude Maugarny-Calès
Julien Vermot

We retweet your research news and papers!

https://twitter.com/sfbd_biodev?lang=en


2020: first formal call for applications
●
●
●

Selection criteria 
●
●
●

Instructions to apply ( )

●
●
●

2021: SFBD provides free access to a zoom Pro licence for up to 500 participants, poster 
rooms…

 

Sponsoring scientific events
Board officers:
Alice Davy
Michele Studer

https://sfbd.fr/en/actions/events-support/


Inclusion of foreign teams
Board officers:
Julien Vermot

● The SFBD has a tradition of welcoming foreign members, usually Postdocs (currently 10 
Postdoc members)

● Still, there is a lack of visibility of the Society among expatriate scientists

● 42 letters sent to a broad list of expatriate French or French-speaking team leaders in Europe 
and North America. Membership advantages put forward:

○ Increased visibility of the team in France
■ Team is listed on the website with link to its official website
■ Possibility to post job ads on the website and on the biodevfr diffusion list

○ Foreign team members are eligible to all forms of support:
■ PhD Prize
■ Travel grants to Meetings organized in France

○ Militant action to support DB in “home country”

● 9 new expatriate team leader members in Europe (4), Canada (2), USA (3).

● To be continued (how to reach more post-docs?)



International Society for Developmental Biology (ISDB):
● Aims: organize a 4-yearly international meeting in DB
● Composition: 25 national or supranational DB societies
● Actions: collaboration with Elsevier on the publication of MoD and Gene Expression Patterns; 

next ISDB meeting (October 17-21 2021, Algarve)

Fédération BioGée: 
● Aims:  federate the actors in life sciences and technologies, earth sciences and the 

environment, promote citizens’ scientific culture  and awareness in these topics ; support the 
training of teachers.

● Composition: 32 academies, institutions, learned societies and associations linked to the 
teaching of life and earth sciences

● Status: Created August 2020, First general assembly: Dec 12, 2020
● Actions: Day conference May 29, 2021

Fédération des Sociétés Savantes Académiques: 
● Aims: promote the voice of the academic community in society, foster critical thinking and the 

use of scientific methods.
● Composition: ~50 learned societies (legally: associations) covering humanities and social 

sciences, natural sciences, engineering sciences and Maths
● Status: Being created (First general assembly planned for end of January 2021)
● Actions: Editorials in the national and regional press; press releases; ministerial level discussions.

Interactions with other learned societies
Board officers:
Patrick Lemaire
Julien Vermot

Michèle Studer
Andrea Pasini

https://www.developmental-biology.org/
https://societebotaniquedefrance.fr/2020/08/18/des-sciences-pour-la-societe-la-federation-biogee-voit-le-jour/
https://societes-savantes.fr/


The vote is anonymous and restricted to the registered members of the SFBD, i.e. 
those who received the invitation to this meeting through the “SFBD-membres” 
diffusion list (check your mail). 

The voting is through the Zoom application

The vote is open for 5 minutes only. Three options: Approve (Yes), disapprove (No), 
abstain (I have no opinion)

Vote on the moral report



Aim: Create a new type of project officers, who will help the Board on specific tasks (for example the 
representation of the SFBD before BioGée and the Federation of learned academic societies. With 
time other task may be entrusted (eg outreach, relationships/partnerships with schools teachers...).

Modifications (the whole modified text can be consulted here)

● Add a new Article 10: “Le Conseil d’administration peut nommer parmi les membres de l’association, pour 
une durée de 3 ans renouvelable, des Chargé.e.s de Mission (CM) à qui il confie une mission précise pour 
le compte de la Société. Les CM agissent sous le contrôle des membres du Conseil et leur rendent compte 
de leur activité . Elles/Ils et peuvent être mandaté.e.s pour représenter la société auprès de certaines 
instances. Le Conseil peut les révoquer, la révocation prenant effet 1 mois après décision de révocation. 
(Unbinding translation: "The Board of Directors may appoint from among the members of the association, for 
a renewable period of 3 years, project officers (PM) to whom it entrusts a specific mission on behalf of the 
Society. The PMs act under the supervision of the members of the Board and report to them on their 
activities. They may be mandated to represent the Society before certain bodies. The Board may dismiss 
them, the dismissal taking effect one month after the decision to dismiss.”).

● Increment all subsequent article numbers by 1. 

  

Modification of the statutes of the SFBD

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12hCGPgkd0nD64nYajPCZ2Xscbx9dTwKMO0J4IcXhCXs/edit?usp=sharing


The vote is anonymous and restricted to the registered members of the SFBD, i.e. 
those who received the invitation to this meeting through the “SFBD-membres” 
diffusion list (check your mail). 

The voting is through the Zoom application

The vote is open for 5 minutes only. Three options: Approve (Yes), disapprove (No), 
abstain (I have no opinion)

Vote on the modifications to the SFBD statutes 



● Shaping life 2021: April 7-9th, 100% online 
○ Reduced fees compared to In person meetings
○ Deadline for abstract submission: TBA
○ Specific participation grants

● ISDB 2021: Oct 17-21st Algarve, south of Portugal; in person
○ Deadline for abstract submission: TBA
○ Specific SFBD Travel grants

● SFBD/JSDB (Japan): 2022 (probably in Strasbourg)
○ In partnership with the Japanese Society for Developmental Biology (Giens, 2008; Paris 2010) 
○ Sophie Jarriault; Glenda Comai; Andrea Pasini; delphine Duprez
○ Arts and Science; citizen outreach session

● Call for the 2023 meeting: 
○ National meeting
○ Good balance between cost and facilities
○ Outreach events; arts & science?

Upcoming meetings Board officers:
Cédric Maurange

https://www.atoutcom.com/shapinglife/
https://sfbd.fr/en/2020/10/25/annonce-de-congres-isdb-2021-du-17-au-21-octobre-algarve-portugal/


5 positions are up for renewal:
● Leaving the Board after two terms : Patrick Lemaire (Pres.), Samir Merabet (PhD Prize), Michèle Studer (Sponsoring)
● 2 board members up for a second term: Delphine Duprez (V. Pres., travel grants), Aude Maugarny-Calès 

(Communication, young researchers representative)

8 candidates:
● Delphine Duprez (Incumbent; Paris; CNRS; vertebrate tendon research)
● Aude Maugarny-Calés (Incumbent; Paris; Post-doc; Drosophila/Arabidopsis morphogenesis)
● Yoan Coudert (First term; Lyon, CNRS, branching patterns in mosses)
● Allison Bardin (First term; Paris; CNRS; Drosophila intestinal stem cells)
● Claire Chazaud (First term; Clermont, INSERM, early mouse development)
● Mathieu Gineste (First term; Marseille, secondary teachers’ teacher, PhD ascidian embryos)
● Maëva Luxey (First term; Basel, associate researcher, vertebrate limb formation)
● Matteo Rauzi (First term; Nice, CNRS; drosophila and Urchin morphogenesis)

What to look for: 
● Someone ready to devote time and energy to the society
● A representation of the whole community (vertebrates, invertebrates, plants, evo-devo… )
● A balance between geographic locations
● A balance between established and more junior members

The election: 
● Online, anonymous, through the Pollen portal
● Members receive a personal invitation to vote
● Vote open Dec 1 to 15

Upcoming elections for the partial renewal of the Board



Aim: Rising membership means that the resources of the SFBD are increasing. The 
Covid19 crisis may drive long-term changes in our practices (eg: generalisation of 
webinars and online meetings). We would like to survey your opinion, satisfaction, 
expectations and suggestions.

Topics: 
● The website and its functionalities
● Our presence on social media
● Our actions 

○ Scientific animation of the field
○ Political lobbying for science, outreach 

How and when:
● Lime survey
● December 2020/January 2021

SFBD member survey Board Officer:
François Agnès



Thank you for your participation to the 2020 general assembly of 
the SFBD! 

Enjoy the “From Cells to Embryo” Itmo bcde-SFBD-SBCF meeting

That’s it!


