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The SFBD in 2020 
 
We have a functional SFBD website.    https://sfbd.fr/ 
Thanks to Glenda COMAI and Aude MAUGARNY-CALÈS who are doing the hard work 
of keeping the website up-to-date, after its creation in 2019 by Delphine DAUGA. The 
website provides links to the SFBD member laboratories, the possibility to pay membership	
fees	 by credit card, the possibility for the SFBD members to publish their own 
announcements (job offers, PhD offers, meeting etc…). All the procedures to apply for 
SFBD actions, PhD prize, travel grants and support for organizing events are now carried 
out online.  
Thank you to all the scientists who contributed to the wonderful photo gallery  

 
Some examples of photos from the gallery  
 

 

 

The SFBD members  
To date, there are around 730 members, mainly located in 20 cities in France and 8 other 
countries. SFDB members tackle developmental biology questions using a dozen animal, 
plant and algae models. Thanks for your support to the society.  
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PhD prize 2020 
 
 
In 2020, we awarded one PhD prize sponsored by ZEISS and two runner-up prizes. The PhD 
prize was awarded to Mélanie GRACIA (CBI, Toulouse) for her work on the identification 
of a novel mechanical function of cells undergoing epithelial-mesenchymal transition during 
epithelial morphogenesis in Drosophila. Mélanie received a prize of 1000 Euros and was 
invited to give a talk during the meeting “From Cells to Embryos” in November 2020 
(videoconference). The second prizes (300 Euros) were awarded to Solène CLAVREUL 
(Institut de la Vision, Paris) for her work on astrocyte development in the mouse cortex using 
tools for multiclonal lineage tracing, and Alicia LARDENNOIS (IBPS, Paris) for her work 
on mechanical forces during embryonic elongation in Caenorhabditis elegans.  
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Travel grants for young scientists 2020 
 
Due to the pandemic, traditional face-to-face meetings have been successively cancelled and 
progressively replaced by videoconference meetings. We awarded 4 travel grants for the 
Shaping Life2 meeting initially scheduled as a face-to-face meeting in 2020. We had a call for 
registrations for online meetings at the end of 2020 and awarded a "travel" grant for online 
meeting.  
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Supports for organizing events linked to developmental biology  
 
We published our first call for supporting the organization of meetings, workshops or 
thematic days in 2019. We had selected 9 events initially scheduled for 2020. Due to the 
pandemic, most of the meetings were cancelled, postponed or moved to online meetings.  
 
Meetings and workshops 

• EMBO Workshop: Muscle, formation, maintenance, regeneration and pathology 
initially scheduled in Gouvieux, April 5-10, 2020 - reported in April 2022 

• Mechanics Embryology Meeting (17 Avril 2020, Institut Curie, Paris) – online 
meeting  June 2020 

• Colloque AQV: Approches Quantitatives du Vivant. Initially scheduled in 2020 then 
postponed to the 20-22 January 2021 (online) 

• Drosophila Development and Genetics in Toulouse; 30 years and beyond (17-18 
Septembre 2020, Toulouse), postponed to September 2021 

• The 34th French Drosophila Meeting Organised from 11th-14th October 2020 in Sète  
Thematic days 

• Journée Annuelle du Club Développement des Réseaux Neuronaux (12 juin 2020, 
Institut de la Vision, Paris)- cancelled   

• 1st JOINT VIP/DIF-Day ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM (18 Juin 2020, Sorbonne 
Université); postponed to 9th December 2020 

• VERMidi XXIII (New date: March 13, 2020, Sorbonne Université); Online 
conference  

Cours International 
• Cours International de Biologie du Développement “From stem cells to 

morphogenesis” organisé par Sorbonne Université et l’Institut Curie 
(Septembre/Octobre 2020) - Online conference 

•  
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SFBD Meetings in 2020 

 
 
The SFBD co-organized with the SBCF and the ITMO-BCDE a 
meeting entitled “From Cells to Embryos” (Paris, November 
16-18, 2020). Initially planned as a face-to-face meeting in Paris, 
going through a mixed format, this meeting was finally held by 
videoconference. Registration was free. The SFBD participated 
in the selection of the "short talks". We also had our general 
assembly on this occasion. Our SFBD PhD prize gave a talk at 
this meeting. This meeting was a success with more than 500 
connections.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our SFBD meeting, Shaping Life N2, meeting initially scheduled in April 2020 in Cassis 
has been postponed to April 7th-April 9th, 2021 in Videoconference. See section SFBD 
meetings 2021, below.  
 
 
 
Twitter  account 
The SFBD Twitter account (@sfbd_biodev) has now 1,570 followers!  
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Developmental biologist mailing list  
To facilitate the communication between members of the scientific community, we have set 
up the biodevfr mailing list which provides a link between members of our community, 
regardless of their SFBD member status. It is a list that should be used to post meeting 
announcements, job vacancies, PhD announcements and anything related to the scientific life 
of our discipline. The biodev list currently has 850 subscribers. In addition, SFBD members 
can also post their announcements directly on the website. These announcements are 
systematically posted on the SFBD Twitter account.  
 
 
 
 
The SFBD and the other international societies of developmental 
biology  
 
ISDB (International Society of Developmental Biologists) - President Angela NIETO 
https://www.developmental-biology.org/ 
The ISDB brings together the different Developmental Biology societies around the world. 
The SFBD is part of the ISDB (we pay the membership fee). The 19th ISDB Congress will 
take place in Portugal (Salgados Palace, Algarve) in October 17-21, 2021. Registrations will 
open in May 2021.  
 
EDBC (Europeen Developmental Biology Congress) 
These conferences benefit from the support of the main European Development Biology 
Societies, including the SFBD, and aim to stimulate exchanges and promote developmental 
biology in the European context.  
The last EDBC meeting was in Alicante, Spain 23-26 October 2019.  
The next EDBC meeting is scheduled for 2023.  
 
 
 
 
The SFBD and the federation of learned societies  
On the initiative of our former president, Patrick LEMAIRE, learned societies have assembled 
in a College of Academic Learned Societies of France, CoSSAF. This college of learned 
societies was created on February 6th, 2021. It aims to represent academia to politics and 
society through a single and powerful voice to raise public awareness of the essential 
contribution of research, scholarship and teaching to all of our lives. The SFBD is an active 
member of CoSSAF.  
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The SFBD in 2021   
 
New board of the SFBD  
As every year, the board of the society has been partially renewed. Thank you to the three 
leaving members: Patrick LEMAIRE (CRBM, Montpellier) our former president, Samir 
MERABET (IGFL, ens, Lyon) and Michèle STUDER (iBV, Nice). Welcome to the three 
newly elected members, Allison BARDIN (Institut Curie, Paris), Claire CHAZAUD (Institut 
GReD, Clermont Ferrand), and Yoan COUDERT (RDP, ens, Lyon).  
The first 2021 board meeting took place online on February 4th, 2021.  
 
Here is the composition of the new board (photos below): 
François AGNES (Neuro PSI, Saclay) 
Alison BARDIN (Institut Curie, Paris) 
Marie-Ange BONNIN (LBD-IBPS, Campus de Jussieu, Paris) 
Bénédicte CHARRIER (Station Biologique de Roscoff, SU) 
Claire CHAZAUD (Institut GReD, Clermont Ferrand) 
Glenda COMAI (Institut Pasteur, Paris) 
Yoan COUDERT (RDP, ens, Lyon) 
Alice DAVY (CBI, Toulouse) 
Delphine DUPREZ (LBD-IBPS, Campus de Jussieu, Paris) 
Sophie JARRIAULT (IGBMC, Strasbourg) 
Jérôme GROS (Institut Pasteur, Paris) 
Aude MAUGARNY-CALES (Institut Curie, Paris) 
Cédric MAURANGE (IBDM, Marseille) 
Andrea PASINI (IBDM, Marseille) 
Julien VERMOT (Imperial College London, Londres) 
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The “bureau”, 
Marie-Ange BONNIN Treasurer, Claire CHAZAUD Vice President, Delphine DUPREZ 
Pesident, and Jérôme GROS General Secretary. 
 

 
 
With the help of 
Géraldine CUBERO (Montpellier) Secretary of the SFBD 
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Project managers (chargés de mission) 
We have also created positions for project managers. Three project managers joined to help us 
in our activities.  
Mathieu GINESTE (Aix Marseille University, Campus Saint Charles, Marseille)  
Promotion of developmental biology in secondary education  
Eglantine HEUDE (National Museum of Natural History, Paris)  
Scientific outreach to young audiences (children)  
Maéva LUXEY (DUW Zoology, Basel, SWITZERLAND)  
Scientific outreach to general audiences abroad  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mathieu GINESTE    Eglantine HEUDE      Maéva LUXEY 
 
 
 
 
Perspectives for 2021, with adaptations for the pandemic 
 
 
 
 
PhD prize 2021 
 
 
Thanks to the renewal of our Zeiss sponsorship, we will award again a prize for the best PhD 
in 2021 (the applications are closed). We are now reading the PhD manuscripts. The winner 
will present her/his work at the next SFBD meeting, Shaping Life 2 in April 2021.  
 
 
 
Travel grants for young scientists 2021 
We will continue to support PhD and post-doctoral students with calls to participate in 
international meetings. Due to the pandemic, we will be supporting online meetings with calls 
in March, June and September 2021.  
A call is now open with a deadline of March 31th, 2021.  
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Supports for organizing events in 2021 
We will continue to support events related to developmental biology and organized by our 
community in France. We will adapt the supporting mode by offering a zoom link up to 500 
people or/and financial supports targeted to doctoral and postdoctoral students participating to 
the event. 
The call is open with a deadline the March 31th, 2021  

 
 
 
 
SFBD meetings  
 
In 2021, the SFBD meeting, Shaping life 2 (initially scheduled in May 2020 in Cassis) will 
take place from April 7th to 9th, 2021 with an online format.  
 
 
Registrations are now open here.  
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The program includes sessions on cutting-edge topics 
in Developmental Biology such as stem cells and 
organoids, mechanics and self-organization, 
environmental impact on development, evo-devo and 
emerging models and tools and technologies. Many 
places will be reserved for talk given by researchers 
at the beginning of their careers. SFBD members 
benefit from special reduced rates.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To compensate for the lack of face-to-face meetings since 2020, we have created a free 
boarding pass system for PhD and post-docs who wish to present their work at the Shaping 
life meeting.  

 
The procedure is open with a deadline of February 26th, 2021  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The SFBD meeting 2022 will be held in Strasbourg in 
France, in partnership with our Japanese colleagues with a 
face-to-face format if the pandemic is resolved (finger 
crossed).  
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Membership renewal  
 

 
Membership now operates on an asynchronous basis, meaning that when you renew your 
membership on March 15 of one year, it is valid until March 14 of the following year. Note 
that by becoming a member with your team or as an individual member, you not only support 
our community, but you enjoy many benefits. Thus members of the SFBD are eligible to PhD 
award, to apply for travel grants and for support for organizing conferences. Membership also 
gives members the possibility of posting their own advertisements or job offers on the SFBD 
website. And finally, SFBD members benefit from reduced rates for SFBD and ISDB 
(International Society for Developmental Biology) conferences, with a conference scheduled 
for October 2021) 
 
 

 
We encourage you to register as a team (different prices depending on team size) or as an 
individual member. You can now pay for membership by credit card in addition to purchase 
orders. After an uncertain period, CNRS credit cards are now working!  
 
 
All the information, membership procedures, procedures for SFBD actions (thesis prize, 
travel grants, support for events) mentioned in this letter are accessible on the SFBD website 
https://sfbd.fr/ 
 

End 


